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talnly none can hsv* tlio splendid
glory of the Confederacy Inwoven In
Its very be I:
Wo think It would b« n good thing

Tor Richmond to consider what makes
It Richmond, and to tako pains to pre¬
serve tbi." local color and distinctive
spirit. Outside of historical tradl-
tions. wo judge that our chief macK
Is t at wo are a city of homes It
might be a pood thing to keep up the
home ideal hi re, despite the pressure
from all sides to turn life over to In-
stitutior.s. This is Just a hint, not an j
analysis. We would be plad to hear
from others what they think is the
Inner spirit of Richmond town, and
how we can keep the best of that
whlie us ins all the best of the outer
world.

k\i: IIAVR WITH VS 'I'llIS Hlll'.lv.
For "better acquaintance" our

'rb-nds ait'll neighbors, representative
Merchants of the Southern States, coin'*
vlthin our gates tills week, only to go
iway, we feel ruio. with that "auld
». ir.tancc" which shall never bo

t To every one of them Itlch-
i i rives her warmest, most cordial
\ Iconic, and to every one of thorn
urn* over every key In her basket.

> every one of them Richmond ex-
ri'ssos the hope that his sojourn will
>e enjoyed t > the keenest degree and
'..at if there is anything that he wants
hat he ib >s not see he will ask for it- ;
The Times-Dispatch Is of opinion!

hat to-day begins n memorable week
the business history of Richmond.

I'he deeper mutuality of Interest
veate l by the closer acquaintance of the
vusiness men of this city and the bust-
ss r n >'¦( our sister States will be

f in e fi r Richmond's commercial
xpai sim. The spirit that such :¦ ineet-

i. r-present.s is the spirit that has.
; 111 the South into an empire of com-

i.r-r inl achievement and of comnier-
inl possibilities almost undreamed of
wo decades ago. The South cannot
ach 1;* r destined business develop-

.;e;it unttl all her people and nil lor
itios and t- wns work together for
heir common interests. Richmond de-
ires to help the merchants nml do-
Ires the merchants to help her, so that
.11 may beji'-ilt.

It is not only good neighborhood, but
busimss. to buy what you need

>f the merchants In your home town. |
. Is not only good neighborhood, but

ul business, for merchants to buy
vjo . they need in their home soc¬
io t This basic principle is being
:. iiiieil as business gospel everv-
vhere. It is sound. It is right From
ts practice flow immeasurable benetits

> him who practices it Richmond wants
ii- merchant guests to realize that
he Is interested in them and wishes
hem to be interested in her. Ret us

ielp each other to help ourselves.
Richmond feels that she Is very espe-

lally honored In the presence of these
¦U'Ms and trims that this is but the
eglnulug of countless visits from j>.e;n The welcome that she can And j

w .rd.< to vol. . Ill' hm<>nd will ox-

:. ss: in ).* r hospitality. {
Till'. IKU -ION TA\ I'l.W.

Since Virginia Is seeking light on

h tax quest ion. we repeat here, with¬
out comment, the experience ol llous-
on. Texas, with a Kind of moditled
-i: .-ie t;ix It lias pleased the Texas

well that the commissioner
¦viio introduced it was re-elected at
>.e h< .'1 of the municipal ticket with

largest n a/ nit;, ever given fur

The central biea i.<= that land must
.:s-cr- . at 1 <." « i nts on the dollar

.! i. l \ IMinn are assessed
ii r.'s on the ii dlat The difllcult

iblem f per.- oi;a 1 property was
I v. I .. i : T by the i xeinption of

::i person.il propei ty. such as house-I
.d .. a f i''in taxat ion.

! V. v e .! .ora l ions were made
:o p.i . fran. e tax for ti use of
I1. ¦; i. et on an a.-. smeut of nearly

......

-.i!t> a:< io striking that they
nst pi a> !i i:io kind of a moral

Ti vi i mo of tli- .-ity was increased
; j.< i :<. .im; the assessed val-

nil pi-/ . rt were increased by
TI.. ta x rate tei rible

1 a o,-i i f Richmond citizens and
.: i j.i ivo Conn' il-- was cut from

«! 7 t y. ci the hundred dollars.
v t. t!.i equalization plan, al-

.: p. J.;, paid less tax-s in.
iI h.a n they pa Id before*.

v ti . > ¦¦ 1 lou.-1otiian en-
¦. i, all this ; iio- from the prac-

;>p': at -n f justice to the tax
,;...* *

;. It fi.t .the burden of taxes
'-.I no of the land. No longer,
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.: ti.- ., rned increment."
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carce In the surrriuiul. nj; rural di;

I tii' * u that the '»ii ii e :i a I club in th.

city has been appealed to for alii In
securing workers for the Ileitis, ant!
that farmers have agreed to stop all
work at 6 1'. M. dally. In many In-
stances they will supply automobiles
to their farmhands, so that they may
spond their cveningB in town, where
frco concerts for thom have been ar¬

ranged. The farmhand finds his posi¬
tion one* of increasing; Importance.

Scarcity of farm labor is a chronic
condition in tho West, as it Is to a

very great degree in the remainder of
tho country. Tho drift of rural popu-
hit ion to tho cities explains the prob- j
loin. Nothing short of higher wages,
shorter hours and more entertainment]
can hold th«! farmhand or lure him hack
from the city. The probabilities are
that tho farmer cannot order these
things, and so the drift Increases and
larm labor decreases. Such a ditllculty
a« that which North Dakota faces em¬

phasizes tho tremendous importance of
tho present-day movements for the en¬

largement of farm life, so that through
various remedial agencies discontent
with the conditions of labor on the
farm may be destroyed.

Tili; woiii.d's o. m:\uv.
We. are glad to publish another letter

on O. Henry, and recommend it to our
readers of literary bent as an example
of the right method both of criticism
and controversy. To begin with, it
raises the whole theme from the pro-
vinclal level by dealing impersonally
with "tho world's O. Henry." That i.:-.
doubtless, what Ills friends and ad¬
mirers would have him called. This
letter also substantiates our first claim
that O. Henry was not in any setiso a
North Carolina writer. It may well be
he was a devoted son of the Old North
State, yet his love does not shine forth
in his writings.
The point of this letter, however, is

its frank comparison of Henry with
I'oo, Do Maupassant and Kipling. It is
tasy enough to say that he was a "com¬
bination of theso three." We enjoy
inoro than this quick generalization an
analysis of the claim based on literary
standards. l'or our objection has ever
been, not to the praise of O. Henry, but
to Use slipshod overestimate of his
ability and genius, which undermines
Its own end, because it seems to predi¬
cate a deep ignorance «.f ultimate stand-
artls according to which we may < all i
man "great."
Here, again, our correspondent srivos

tti."* Ilenryites a nice fillip. Henry was
no combination: he was "utterly oris;'.-
nal." Looking at it lareelv, under the
sun that sees no newness, we think this,
too, Is extravagant; yet we can all
agree that ho was "different." Therein
lies liis charm, and n clue to the fact
that, although he has had countless
imitators, he has no successor, I :i
brief, l'oe was mystical and psycholog¬
ical; De Maupassant was coldly. Imper¬
sonally truthful about many unpleasant
themes; Kipling is at bottom a poet,
and his stories bear the stamp of com-
n ercial pot-boilers. Henry was objec¬
tive and straightforward, personal and
never risque, not a poet, but always a
devoted artist In short-story form.
Wo expect to write no more on thJ?

subject. hut we do want to have one
thing remembered. What should be
our great concern is, not In what
nil imate place O. Henry may l>o ranked,
lor time will settle that, but the pre¬
servation of canons of art, large, free,
aiul unbiased, so that we do not mis¬
take our personal enjoyment for world
applause, and overrate our home talent
just because it is ours.

Tin; KIIK ITION OK rillSONKIlS.
»»ut of rtfty-tlve prisons reporting to

the l"n;ted States Department of Edu¬
cation. forty-four have established
s -hools for the education of prisoners.

*f that number thirty.three have em¬
ployed teachers from the outside, twen-
ty-sev. n conduct evening s<hool* and
nineteen have day schools-- all teaching
.-t :id«.:iii<- and trade subjects.

Thif means nothing more nor less
than that in these prisot.. ideal of
;¦ found mind In a sound body is set up
hv those in authority. In most of the
States an enlightened policy is pursued
with reference to tho sound physical
health of prisoners, but 'ho tendency
to i onserve their sound mental health!
is rot so marked. 1'rlson schools have
their main value In supplying good en¬
vironment for prisoners. They help the
individual to regain his normal condi¬
tion If 1:0 is llred by an ambition to
i '--establish himself in life, education
i: a stimulus to strengthen his impulse.
Moreover, it endows him with a valu-i
aide a.'i-et for s< rvie<- to him when ho
is I eyond prison walls.

li is the State a right to enforce inen-
tal idleness on the part of any man? |
M':t It the rich! to deprive any man ..f
itn'ei,tiveThe modern view Is that
1 'tli these fineries must have a nega¬
tive answer Tin; State's social respon-
sibillty urges it to open the door of
self-b' tterment to its prison popula-
lion. The. man who has nothing to
think about hut himself soon wandets
to the verge of insanity, it' he does not
fall over if. He must have something
else to think about, and modern
penology asserts that the State mus!
he tlie source of supply of that some¬
thing < h.e

T o meanest man of the w« ek Is th«
Trer.ton f< 11 >w who stole $:..(! raised
i>y friends t.. buj ins father cork
legs.

"'Things mlcnt bo worse,' says the
liiehmoml Virginian- As a matter of
fact, we think tin v ate." Thus pluloso-
p! i/.es the Hristol Herald-Courier. In
there two brief remarks lies all the
il lie ret-1 e between tho standpatter and
the progressive. > 'ne looks down and
b-1ek and says we might be worse off;
tho other looks forward and up. and
.;s :t i.s certain we can do better.

The deat)lo *k in the West Virginia
tl< bt confab : > n s to be on I he vault
<.( the West Virginia treasury.

Ir .'iihn Und wants to send bacK
. 'to- r< ally Interesting Information,
b him tell ns exactly what part the
big money brokers are playing In
Mexican affairs. We would know

J le t t, i w Miit. (., do ihen.

On the Spur of the Moment
I3y Roy K. Moulton

Tlie Weather.
Old Hiram Pnrdy docs allow
That ho saw lily old brlndle cow
Hub up a*;In' the barnyard fence and

then niizo at tho moon.
lie says that ten times out of nine
'J'hls l.s a sure ami sartin sign,
A spell of rainy weather l.s a comin'

mighty booh.

old Grandma Tubbs desires to state
Her hens are uetin* queer of lato,
They don't seein pleased alumt their

food and all refuse to lay.
She's willin' to put up a l>et,
Uy gum. she's never missed It ypt,
A spoil of dry hot woathor is sure

headed right our way.

There's nothing that you cannot hear
At almost au> time of year
About the weather from the folks

who sit and twirl their thumbs.
It's rarely that they can agree
And so it's ver> plain to see
The host plan is to simply tako the

weather as it conies.

The llrlort Dlsi'iiiirtroim.
Husband-.I hope 1 havo made myself

plain.
Wife.Thnt was entirely unnecessary.N'aturo did it for you.

The Piitry of n Itoiielieml.
In the oblen days. when a man

couldn't find anything else in tho world
w> do. he went into the life Insurance
business. Now he eithor goes Into the'
life insurance business or lie sells
vacuum cleaners, with tho odds in f.i-
voi of the el vincrs.

\Vh«'n vacuum cleaners first became
rampunt it; this country, about fivo
years ago. my wife thought that we
would all bo killed by microbes within
f:ve minutes If wo didn't have a vaouum
cleaner. This in spite of the fact that
we had use! an old-fashioned broom!
in our house ever since we had been
I'l.-irrioil. The vacuum cleaner men .-.ml
the microbes apparently work h nd In
land, advertising each other, like t!-.o
Ireakfast food and the actress who
recommends it. We bought a vacuum
cleaner and we have bought about one
i. month evi'i since. Kvery man -vho
came along with a vacuum cleaner had
a little better cleaner than the man
who had pre lied him. It seemed to
bt arrange.i that y.ay A man with a

vacuum (leaner never camo
along after a man with a better one.
Kvery vacuum cleaner had some littl?

gewhilllker attachment that made it
i' bent per cent more elHclent than the
preceding one .ludging by the Im¬
provement lti v."> nun cleaners since no
put c}.a.> t-d our first one. that first one
. ild not have caught more than one
l robe out of 1 O.O'Ht.
Nothing goes out of style quicker

than a vacuum cleaner, unless it Is a
silk P.at o;- an automobile The first
i lie we had worked with a handle like
a suction pump and a person with mag¬
nificent phytd'iuo and in good training
otild ;;<» over the tloor of a small room

ir one day without breaking his back.
Vou held the cleaner with one hand
i'r.d pulled with tli» other, and coaxine

the microbes out of a six-by-olght rug
was u process which occupied an entire
day. .

Then they not the electric vacuumcleaners. We didn't have any electric
lights in tho house at that time, but
had them put In ju.st bo wo could oporate an electric vacuum cleaner. No-
body in tho world was going to have
anything on us in tho way of clear¬
er8.

After filling tho cellar, the barn an 1
the gnraRc with vacuum cleaners that
wero a week or two behind the tlmfH,
wo swore off and we didn't buy a va¬
cuum cleaner for two months.
Yesterdny a man camo along with t.

new vacuum cleaner that would pullthe tacks out of n carpet or would yanktho paper off the wall. It would pull
r mustard plaster off from a man':)
back. When placed at one end of tho
room, It would tear out a plate glasswindow in tho other end of the room.
Jt cleaned up all of the known microbes,i«nd, as it was working only half ca¬
pacity while so doing, they had in¬
vented 3.000 or 4,000 microbes that had
never been heard of before, just to
keep tho vacuum cleaner busy. In
other words, when they began workingthe new cleaner. It had pulled in mi¬
crobes that tho scientists had never
had the nerve to discover, so tremen¬
dous was Its strength.
We put a mortgage on the house an;l

bought one.

Voice of the People
Some Itrnl Criticism of O. Henry.

To tho Editor of The Times-Dispatch:
Sir..I read the letter about North

Carolina and O. Henry, signed "Vane,"
as well as your editorial on tho same
subject in your Issue of August 1 The
writer's patriotism to 'Mown home" is
quite striking, and his effort to rivet

Abe Martin

As lor.ir as a feller hain't considered
rich he stands a purty fair show in a
community.

O. Henry to North Carolina Is a praise¬worthy but impossible task. Wo have
not been of that happy few who know
O. Ilenry personally, hut wo know him
as ho writes. Wo know ,th« O. Henry]of his books.the world's O. Henry. O.
Honry might have, as a man. loved
North Carolina, but ho never made anyeffort to put her Into his works. Wohellovo when a writer loves a place,when his heart turns back there, when
he calls It "his own, his native land,"with a prido at his heart and a son*; in
his soul, ho must sing that »onK.ho
must wrlto of it, ho must tell tho worldabout it.
Washington Irving couldn't have keptthe Hudson Klver and lazy Tarrytowntut of l>ls masterpieces. John Fox, Jr..had to write about Kentucky. JoelChandler Harris could but Immortalize

llie Oeorgla negro. Sidney Kanior sangIn "immortal melody" of tho hills ofHabersham and tho valleys of Hall.When a man's soul is filled with one
spot he's going to burst forth In his
writings and toll about It. l)oen any
ono think that Mark Twain could have
helped malting the .Mississippi lUver a
world figure? Could Thomas Nelson
Page have kept his "onco splendid man¬
sions, now fast falling into decay," out
of his books? Poo was anything but
a realist. He laid but little emphasis
on local color. His stories might, with
a few possible exceptions, have hap¬
pened anywhere on earth. However, ho
loved Jiis alma mater, tho Universityof Virginia, and he laid the scene of
one story, "Tho Hagged Mountains."
near Charlottesville. lie honored Kich-
inond and the James Klver with "Tho
Premature Ilurial." and he immortalized
Sullivan's Island, where he served l»i
the army as "Private Kdgar A. Perry,"
in "The Cold Hub."

flut O. Henry didn't choose North
Carolina for his stories. Now York
was lils "garden patch." and lie loved
ti> write of tlie wild, free life «»f Texas.
However, when ho came to lay the
scene of a story in the South, he took
Nashville. New Orleans, or tiie Tennes-
see mountains. His stories are staged
from New York to South America, but
ho skips over North Carolina. Ho was
intrinsically a realist, a locaiist lils
background was tho sire qua nori of
his- stories, but he didn't pick Noith
Carolina for a background. Kven in
Ills story. "The KoOl Killer." in whl< h
he Introduces a North Carolina colloqui¬
alism. ho does not even mention North
[Carolina. He always refers to other
plnces freely.in this very story, he
(¦peaks of Chicago. Idaho, Westrhester
County, etc. but no North Carolina.
Tho writer of the article sa\ * "He
loved North Carolina, and lie w .< ever
true and loyal to his native State'" If
"O. Henry" loved his "mother State"
"on the side," he must have been
r.shamed of her "In comp'ny." Wo h'-pe
lie did lovo hor SIic-'h worthy of a
rrent son's love, but the <> Henry of
tho books didn't love her. He shunned
her He tnlke<i about almost every
<.ther place on this fide of "ter:;; in.a ."
but he hid old North Carolina's light
under a bushel If North 1 arolina
owed hor fame to <J Henry's t,e". she'd
tall Into "Innc uous desuetude * per-
haps Henry's Iotik years as a Tar-

'heel drug clerk, t-wn wag. and pencil
artist, as the son of the town sot. ever

precluded hH calling into hl« Iliads his
native fJreece perhaps 'lie memory "f
her pine fields, her snuff and her do-

-la n . « from the signers of the

Mecklenburg declaration hung over

Henry's memory and bade lila State
from Mb fancy.
Aa fur as O. Henry's being a "combi¬

nation of Poe. Kipling and De Maupas¬
sant," tho writer evidently cotild not
liavo boon familiar with any of thes®
writem. O. Henry was uttorly origi¬
nal. Ho was no combination. His
methods, his tricks of diction, his back¬
grounds, and his ability to live for
other people mark him. His work is
plot. Ho Is further from resembling
Poo than any writer on earth. I'oo
<'ealt with the subtle, extravagant, tho
fantastic, tho Idealistic, tho subjec¬
tive, tho psychological Can any on®

imagine O. Henry's writing "The Kail
of tho House of Usher," "Tho Imp of
the Perverse," "Silence." or any oth^r
of Poo's works? Poo was the founder
and father of tho detective story. O.
Henry never wrote one orthodox de¬
tective story. His greatest story, "A
Municipal Report." savored of the de¬
tective story, but lacked in Its tech¬
nique.
Uuy do Maupassant and O. Henry are

fully as far removed. Maupassant re¬
sembled Poe only that he employed
brevity, whereas Poe. employed the ex¬
haustive method of exposition. He de¬
scribed a man with a word; Poe with
a. page. Then. too. Maupassant and «>.
Henry differ vastly In subject matter.
Maupassant choso subjects too rl?«juo
for American publication. O. Henry
was lis pure as spring water in ills
writings. Maupassant is cold, imper¬
sonal. unsympathetic. II® takes for
his motto, ".Je n' Impose rien, Jo lie
memo propose rien. J'expose." O.
Henry's stories are didactic. He is in
his tales soul and body. O. Henry
could not ha/ve produced "I.'IIor)8,"
'Mademoiselle KM" or "I.- Excursion do
Madame Tellicr." O Henry was in¬
capable of such Action
Rudyard Kipling and O. Henry are

entirely unlike. Kipling is a poet. '»

Henry is a short-story writer. Kiplir.g
owes Ills fame to his poetry.its Irre¬
sistible, mellifluous meter.its use of
Indian English.its wild abandon.Its
military thrills. His way to greatness
would have liecn long ar.<! rough by his
fturles alone. Borne of them "hane
heavy" on the reader. Commercialism
tulned them. They bear tho stamp of
1 reeled off so mil' h a word. O.
H.uuy neve: published a poe:n that wo
kno of. His fume is in his stories
They aie i nougl They ate always
teaming with Interest. The reader
needs no Coca Cola to read O Henry
by the midnight oil (> Henry could
not have written "Xamgay Doola" r.or
the "Pha r.torn Rlckuhaw" nor any of
Kipling's works nor could Kipling ever
hav<: found the human sympathy lerjui-
site to the production of 'The Last
Lear- or "The "lift of the M;tgl." "

Henry iw individual. Incomparable He
is not a combination If he resembles
any one writer It is Virginia's own
son. It Cc-orge \V Pm;'i

F.dgar Allan J'o.- i, ni.I always \«.ill
he A in--rh .is . i t si. or* toi y
w i iter 11 !. in Kui ope s 1.1;. Ami n
man of letters Ib-my !.t !¦> his sut>'.le
insight, bis encydopedl rudltion, h: *

analytic gonlus. In Hc ry the era.
marks of university training are rniss-
ir.r. P ,c- amazeg you with I. is genius
Henry surprises you with h.s <.lever-
ness. Henry's light will never attain
unto the billltani f P< .'s

ROPRRT .' ASTROP
Surry. Vn Augiu-t 2. !M:

Better Acquaintance
fTJTHE movement which brings to Richmond many of the in-
JJ fluential merchants of the South is significant of the "Get-

together-spirit" of the times. Business is no longer conducted
along, the lines of a decade ago.quick transportation and inter¬
communication make for a personal attitude between buyer
and seller.
gTlTHE bank is one of the foundation stones of modern busi-
_U ness and was one of the first to feel the "Better Acquaint¬

ance" trend of the times. It was one of the first to feel and
to accept the change in the conducting of business. The bank¬
ing institution has long since ceased to be merely a depository
of funds or an agent for the exchange of moneys. The bank
does not hoard the deposits received, but uses them to assist
the business development of the country.

THIS institution from its beginning has kept that principlejJ foremost.the development of worthy business enterprises,
more especially, those of the South. It is heartily in sympathywith the "BETTER ACQUAINTANCE WEEK" movement
and cordially welcomes the visiting merchants. We hope that
they will take advantage of the conveniences and facilities we
offer, and extend to them an invitation to visit our handsome
banking-rooms (one of the most artistic in the city).

National State anil City Bank
1111 En HVHaSra Street Richmond, Virginia

OFFICERS
WM. II. PALMER President

JOHN S. ELLIOTT Vice-President J. W. SINTON Vice-President
WM. M. IlILL Vice-President JUL!EN H. HILLCashier

DIRECTORS
F. F! ADDISON. JOHN S. EL,LETT. EDWIN A. PALMER,r<M"loiii \ irginia-* arolina Vice«Presldent. Principal Agent Mutual Assurance So-( JiemicalCo.A klLERSON. ciety of Virginia.

JAMES II ANDERSON, of 'he Virginia-Carolina Chemical Co. PMMKRof Geo. \V. Anderson &. Sons. HORACE S. IIAWES.1 ' ' ' '' " '

IIIV11 \ N'TFt 1M of S- ". Hawes & Co-resident.
#?'!.,! . i Ijc ii u \wp<; President Virginia Fire and Marineof C. W. Antrim & Sons. s- «. HA\\ LS,°

of S. H. Hawes &Co. Insurance Co.
PRESTON COCKE. ,,,,, I11T i

of Meredith X- Cooke. Attorneys atLaw . *1""' GRANVILLE G. VALENTINE,Vice-President.
JAMES D. CRUMP, EDWARD C. MAYO,

President of 11 F. Johnson Publishing Business Manager I*. H. Mayo & Tiro. STEWART AL WOODWARD,
President Valentine Meat Juice Co.

STEWART AT. WOODWA
Company.Rranch American Tobacco Co. of Woodward & Son.


